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Since his work first graced Cycle World magazine in 1977, Peter Egan has graciously taken his

readers along on his adventures. The range of motorcycle riding reports cover runs along the

Mississippi River to New Orleans for a tin of chicory coffee or flying to Japan to test-ride new

Yamahas. In Leanings, Egan's favorite feature articles and columns have been reprinted for the first

time, including his trip cross-country on a British twin with his wife and a journey on the abandoned

Route 66, plus many more stories about the open road.
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If you are the least bit familiar with Cycle World Magazine you'll instantly recognize Pete Egan's

name. His column has always been the first thing I turn to every month. Some times it's just so so

but more often than not it's an outstanding piece of literary art. The same can be said for this book.

Every page is a joy but towards the end it starts to be a little repetitive. But when the stories are this

good repetitiveness isn't that big a problem.Pete is a rare individual, he's a gifted writer with a

background made for storytelling. He's a true motorcycle enthusiast that finds the same beauty in a

Honda Benly 150 Touring as a Harley Ultra Classic with a deep love of British bikes (especially old

ones). Where the gift comes in is that while his subject is motorcycles he's really writing about

passion and life. The story of his adventure with his friend across Canada is surprisingly moving

even for this great collection. In the sixties Pete and a college pal went on an investigation into

Canada as they considered dodging the draft. The terrible time they had and the warm welcome by



family and friends when they returned convinced Peter not to throw that all away. As a result he did

a tour in Vietnam. As with most of his experiences it was his love of a motorcycle (a Triumph) that

helped him make it through Vietnam.This guy has done it all and writes about it with great detail. It's

great to read articles dating from the seventies and early eighties. Pete was riding Route 66 before it

was turned into an historical tourist attraction, all but gone. He was drinking Guiness before most

people had heard of it. He's been married for 30 years or more. Several readers of Cycle World

have accused him of making up the perfect wife, if you read this book you'll understand why.
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